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Deprivation of Women:
A Cross-Section Study of
Indian States

Papita Dutta

INTRODUCTION

There is no point to repudiate that women are a deprived section
of Indian population. It is not a current phenomenon. Historically
women in our society ate deprived of many dimensions of life. The
major dimensions are economic, social, and familial. It may be an
mportant cause of underdevelopment of this nation. Deprivation
of women hinders the current and future effective human capital
formation of an economy. During the last twenty years public
policy makers across the globe emphasise on human development
especally on women health and empowerment. The government of
India and the state governments have several plans and programs
for €mpowering women and improving their health and educational
:'Z?ni‘nr:hzfi;f olf all thle government’s 'actions pres.ent sfatus _of
e I, aCCorda:c o ;chlevement of Indian women in their soc1;al
Indi gre ﬂutem:(\;ntl theocensus report 201 1, about 35% women 1n
thousang \leomt-nla ; / 2_5 7o Women. paruc:gate l.n workforce. 42 per

re victim of cognizable crime in 2012, The census

d that 10 per cent girls under 18 get ever married.
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~Uocel Name | Sclemtiic Name L
e nonet O Leof wpe In tresting jaundice
..ﬁ.l‘—.l.q.ﬂuln-\...i W i —— Cataract/forcing out snail
Naol [hopa e R e
okl bhine il Used in body pain

Pa Vitex :_n:_u.n_-
Tu_\u-.:_.n_h. = BN 1.3_4 —u_ﬂa_:u
Pah t
i Used as vegetable worm
Pat Shak Chorchorus capsuldns | o oscaris)
L. _—

Kolanchoe pranata D
ysentry
Pathariouch Crassulaceae
. Menthe speculate | .
PoduraPeiing cbatnes Used in indigestion
Pu: Shak Basella rubra Used as vegetable
Inner woody thread bound to

Rop Gachh Lygotnwn’ fsstaasum the body, reduce pain
! Leaf extract with salt used
| Ram Tuls: Ocimum gratissimum

in cough and fever

| Saru Mamimun

Hydrocotyle rotundifolia

Dysentry

Mw—‘?m Nymphaea nouchel Used as <nmﬂﬁuv_o
Shealkata Argemon Mexicana Use in paralysis
Shimoo! Mul Bonbax ceiba Dust increas sperm
 Shot Curcuma zedoaria Used as baby food
Mwyﬁ_s, Sak Marsilia quadrifolia Used for sound sleep.
1m08 Pata M«on:ca mdicum Linn. Cloaring stomachi
| Ignonaceae
unﬁ  Kala Vigna mungo Used as vegetble
&_qn_ Pata Cinmamonum Burals Fresh leaves boiled in water
— used in diabeus
Tn.nr:n:o Cicoini indca Used as vegetable as well as
| in diabets
Tn Karala Momordica charanta Used in diabeus
Ulat Kambal Abroma Qugusta

Malvaceae
Usan, Spilanthus acmella Palatable dish with magur
ey . machh
e ﬂmcv:. curcas Latex used to stop bleeding
— dlanga coco Used as vegetable
Yangys Dumur Ficus glomerata Linn./ | Fruit used in skin disease /
e —— MORACEAE dandruff

L

Waad A Frend Poather than Fos i3

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Rajbangshi community has a long and significant past record that can be
traced from the age of Mahabharata They have an age-old tradition o
make their living from the crude nature Besides so called crop plants
a large number of plants are playing an important role in the life of
Rajbanshi community. These are important at ther re S OCCASION
and in day-to-day life. Still now, few plants are worshipped as God and
few as demon dweller Besides allopathic and homecpathy Kabsrajos,
Ojhhas are still playing an important role in their life and uses a large
number of weeds in their medicine. Rajbanshi people are using differenc
weeds for treating their common disease. A number of Kabwaps can
tackle bone fracture of human being along with domestuc ammals hers;
they are endowed with knowledge of a very effective indigencus way of
bone setting by using a number of weeds with mustard ol Piles. Sutka.
Jaundice is totally recoverable with the help of few plants. Numbers of
weeds are used as vegetable. Commonly weeds are known as famme
food (R. ). Hillocks 1998). The people of this commumity alsc mke a
numbers of weeds as delicious food. Weeds are sull the main ingredients
of veterinary medicine. In some cases, weeds are natural destroyer of
insects and also act as alternatuive host for them and thereby decrease
the loss of production. YWeeds are also essental for keeping normal soil
heaith. Modern agriculture system requires immediate returns, it treac
all the weeds as natural enemy. Therefore, weeds have to pay their life
for the benefits of crop plants. Markets are flourished with herticides
such as glyphoset, paraquate number of which can penetrate up to one
foot deep into the soil to destroy the root system of weeds. Porro,

tea plantation in this area makes this problem more acute now. Role
of weeds in their rituals is 2 common marrer

CONCLUSION

® Immediate measure should be taken to formulize the indigencus
knowledge of the people of this area regarding medicinai role of
weeds.

® Weeds, relatives of crop species may remain as a reservoir of genes

and should be conserved as they may be needed in the future
(Harlan, 1965).
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Chapter 8 . .
Son Preference 111 India:
A Study into its Nature and

Causes from West Bengal

Papita Dutta

1. Introduction )

from their children directly and indirectly,
from a child not only depends on the numbe;

children; it depends on the socio-economic background of the parep
Ofmd ®x ax;::msiuon of the cili!dren._'['rm i_s wh)lr: the preferemgf:m
of the parents for the sex of their children is an important research issue
to the social scientists. Becker ( 1960, 1988) has explained that the demand
for children 1o parents is similar (o the demand for durable goods. Ofien
parents view the children as investment from which parents expect recur-
rent income. Sometimes children are viewed as consumer durables where
children just living with parents gives direct satisfaction. Griliches (1974)
has explained the children preference as liquidity preference. He has poinied
out three distinct ‘motives” for having children; (1) economic security (cur-
rent labour and old-age provision); (2) the production of reciprocal canng;
and (3) an atiempt at immontality via one’s offerings.

In many countries including India a large section of parents believe that
male children compared to female are in better position to satisfy all these
motives. This belief gives birth the philosophy of son preference. Son
preference is one of the prime causes of gender inequality which threatens
the development of human civilisation. A large section of parents around
the globe, enthusiastically celebrates the birth of a boy whereas the birth
of a girl is not warmly welcomed. This fact indicates parents’ preference
for sons over daughter. Son preference leads to many social pro‘bll_:l'l'l»s like
imbalanced sex ratio, which causes increase in sexual crime and increase
n marital unhappiness due (o marriage-age imbalance. Adverse sexTalo
wwards female, higher mortality rate among girls child, lower enrollment

Parents find sausfacuon
sanisfaction of the parents

gon Preference 1 Indi 163

irls in educational mstirutiqn. missing female foetuses. lower birth
ﬂlfei:"h';zl eic. ArE SOmE COMITAGR mdlcatnr_s of gender inequality as well as
int reiice for sons in Indian society. This study intends 1o investigate the
P’:“re nd causes of son preference in Purba Bardhaman district of West
na

gengal 11 India

2. Relevance and Objectives

Sex ratio and child sex ratio are considered as important indicator of son

reference. If these ratios d;vugte from the natural biological ratios, we can
assert that some abnolrmai mm_dent has occurred. In terms of overall sex
ratio, son prefcrc‘ncc is strong in the state of Haryana arld least in Kerala.
In accordance with Lhe census report, 201 I's-ex-ratm in West Bengal is
g47 which 1s highest in the last century. It is no doubt a good indicator
(owards gender equality. But_lhe same report shows that child sex ratio in
India is 914 which was 927 in 2001 E.md in West Bengal, it has reduced
from 960 10 950 during 2001 -20_1 1. Itis very disappointing. This is a clear
indication of increasing trend of son preference of the parents in India as
well as in West Bengal. This declining trend of sex-ratio under age six
is an alarming issue [0 the policy makers, social science researchers and
1o the Government for the future development of human resource. Thus
the study of the nature and causes of son preference in West Bengal is
relevant one. Both sex ratio and child sex ratio are strong indicators of
son preference at macro level. But they are not appropriate as indicaiors
of son preference at household level.

Pande and Astone (2007) have shown that the extent of son preference
varies statistically across the states of India. The nature of son preference
and strength of the factors influencing son preference definitely varies
from country to country depending on some social-economic and cultural
background even environmental distinctions. Son preference is common in
a band of countries stretching from North Africa, through the near east to
south Asia. There is strong preference for son in India, Bangladesh, Nepal
and Egypt, but a distinct preference for sons in turkey, Tunisia, Pakistan,
Srilanka, Jordon and Morocco (Arold, 1997). There are several com-
mon socio-economic-demographic causes behind son preference. In these
countries male are given more importance than female. Even the common
Womeu do not get the respect that they deserve. A large section of women
are internally oriented in such a way that they feel proud when they become
mothers of sons. This orientation in girls starts at their early childhood at
home when they learn that they should play with dolls and their brothers

R
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Dr. Suvarun Goswami

If we say that the twenty-first century is the century of the
common man, then we see that Gandhism has even more relevance in this age,
and Gandhi will inspire generations of individuals fighting for goodness of the
society. Iftoday we find that Gandhism is in severe test in countries like India,
it is not because there is certain inherent weakness in Gandhism, but it is
because we have not seen in India strong leaders with the required courage
and conviction to fight the evils in society. We may borrow Gandhi’s own
words on Ahimsa, and say that Gandhism is only for the courageous people.

I would like to conclude with a tribute to Gandhi that Albert
Einstein gave: “Generations to come, it may well be, will scarce believe that
such a man as this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth”.

Reference:
www.shreyasfoundation.in » gandhian-philosophy

timesofindia.indiatimes.com » Blogs » India Blogs

A Pathfinder Deliberation : BHU Speech of
M.K.Gandhi

Dr. Tamali Neogi

Being invited at the laying of the foundation stone of the Banaras
Hindu University in February 1916, by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, deeply
wounded by the *show’, the grandeur the occasion incited, the great disregard
of the vast poor mass who constituted the heart of the nation and the notable
police protections all around, Gandhi made the first ever political speech in
India which as Nehru later reflected was “like a whirlwind that upset many
things, but most of all the working of people’s minds.” It was a speech that
functioned “like a powerful current of fresh air” that made the Indian politicians
having “paralysed” limbs and “deadened” minds to stretch themselves and
take deep breaths “like a beam of light that pierced that darkness and removed
the scales from our(their) eves” ( Shanker 1969 ) by providing them with the
foundation of how to pull India out of the muddle of poverty and defeatism
that had so far pulled her in. The purpose of the author here is to bring out the
basic tenets of the speech so that it may aptly serve as an introduction to
Gandhian Philosophy.

In presence of Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy, and the most eminent
personalities of India including bejewelled Princes and Maharajas, the first
thing that was highly remarkable about Gandhi was his dress code. Didn’t he
want to represent the mass while clad in a short coarse dhoti, kathiawadi cloak
and turban he rose to speak? Rightly then a politician could appropriately say
“ Our salvation can only come through the farmers. Neither the lawyers, nor
the doctors, nor the rich landlords are going to secure it” (BHU Speech Gandhi).
Otherwise who could have envisioned the million mutinous divisions that
constituted the then India ariing in a unified manner for the first time to serve
a cause?

Gandhi was highly critical about hypocrisy of those speakers
who being engaged in the celebration of pomp and luxury, laid stress upon the
poverty of India. By mentioning the occasion “a most gorgeous show, an
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