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Abstract

In every era the status and position of women is one of the most fundamental marter 1o study. Without any hesitation the Vedic women
in India enjoyed high position in society and their situation was quite satisfactory. In high spiritual and intellectugl ground their
participation was very spontaneous. Even that period was also free from social superstitious rituals like sati system. early marriage ete,
The aim of this paper is 1o analyze the status and position of women in Vedic period in India. I
and pursues to analyze women’s situation in various

Index Terms
Women Status, Vedas, Religious, Rights.

Introduction

n account of wide narrative it represents
areas like social. religious, educational, legal ete,

“Divine souls take birth in such houses where the women are respected, where they are not respected, all works become useless there”
(Manusmriti 3/36).

Men and Women are two fundamental element of our human community. where both of them depend upon each other. Around the
world in generally and especially in the context of Indian socicly socio-political philosophers and others have Uy 1o evaluate the issues
faced by :\'Dmcn -nvcr the years. We know that men and women are two wings of a bird. and it is not possible for a bird o fly on only
one \\rin'g. Same as. a society never improved without women,

Women's endeavor plays the key role to en-strength the dynamism of human civilization by dint of their superiority and
confinements to make a rapid progress of it in all spheres on this globe since ages. Although the tale of women's accomplishment
remained subdued in history. vet the ancient Indian texts svmbolizes women’s visibility in this regard where women’s status had
varied with space and time (Chakravarti & Roy. 1988).

Without study the status and role of women in society, any kind of improvement of civilization is incomplete. Women represent the
keystone in the arch of Indian culture. Indian culture construets on the spirit that women’s cause in men. In connection with social role
lnyjuur privileges. right and dutics refers the status and position of women in society. It also refers to her right and responsibilities in
structure. 2 : : o -
family and social life. The position and reputation of women is normally evaluated in the account of honor and appreciation accorded
to her with that of man,

e T

The Vedic society was a liberal and humanistic society. In this period the Arvans distinetly favor maicl chi_id o _li.-mnlc Chilt‘i
How -:,_vr females were as liberal as their male fellow. In Vedic era the women in India consumed high position in society and their
| = 4
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Abstract

Buddha, being a great thinker and a social reformer, instituted an ethical faith to free human minds
from the age old orthodoxies and opened a new vista of religious experience called Buddhism. His towering
personality, simplicity and loving kindness for the impoverished and the sick, his denial of caste
consideration for the attainment of salvation, his emphasis on conduct over birth and his admission of
women into the Sangha, were the principles of a very high order incomprehensible in his era and they are
quite applicable even today. This paper shows the position of women and the feministic philosophical view
in Buddhism. By following the way of Buddha’s teaching, many women in his time achieved highest goal,
the state of ever happiness. Buddhism does not consider women as being inferior to men. For imposing the
eight Garudhammas, many critics misjudged Buddha and consider that Buddha hesitated to give recognition
to the right of women for two times. But, it was because of that, Bhikkhuni Sangha was well organized
during the life time of Buddha. When they became skilled to defend themselves, Buddha withdrew
Garudhammas observing their ability to run the Bhikkhuni Sangha progressively more. Keeping pace with
men, they contributed Buddhism in many ways. The contribution of Gautami, Visakha, Patachara, Sujata,
etc. will be highly appreciated always. Among the Bhikkhunis, many were learned in religion and
philosophy. Therigatha is a strong evidence to eradicate the confusion about the role of women in early
Buddhism. Women in Buddhist societies have enjoyed a much higher degree of freedom, independence and

more often than not even equality of status.

Keywords: women, empowerment, Buddhism, Bhikkhuni Sangha, Garudhammas.
Introduction

The arrival of Buddhism in the 5th century B.C., created a minor rouse against Brahmin dogma and

superstition. Buddhism rejected the caste structure, excessive ritualism and sacrifice. The basic doctrine of
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preach the Dharma like the Bhikkhus. Buddha considered Bhikkhuni Sangha like as Bhikkhu Sangha. The
Buddha gave woman an independent status and places her on a footing of equality with men. According to
Ambedkar, “no caste, no equality, no superiority: all are equal. That is the Buddha stood for”. Buddhism is a
religion of humanity and is a religion of welfare of human beings (Bahu jana hitaya and bahu jana sukhaya).
He gave his teachings to human beings so that their suffering can be removed. The main motto of his
teachings was to bring happiness for human beings and make them free from sufferings. Being ordained in
Buddhism, women developed themselves not only in spiritualism but also in creativity in the early Buddhist

cra.

Religious Freedom for Women

The establishment of the Bhikkhuni Sangha, the Order of Nuns, had really paved the way for full
religious freedom for women in the days of the Buddha. Buddhist practice has no place for ritual. It is in the
conduct of rituals in most religions that sex-typing becomes important and questions of precedence, ritual
purity and the like arise. Later developments, in some Buddhist countries, have seen the emergence of some
ritual, but even this kind of simple ritual has not involved any typing by the sex of the devotee. Buddhist
ritual usually involves simple forms of worship or chanting or symbolic offerings, and all these are available
to men and women on equal terms. In this connection it must also be mentioned that Buddhism has no place
for a priestly class. Buddhist monks are sometimes mistakenly referred to as “Buddhist priests”. The role of
the priest in religious life is to officiate between the faithful and the God, and Buddhism being essentially
atheistic has no place for God or priest. In practice Buddhist monks have assumed some kind of priestly role
as when they recite stanzas of blessings to the lay followers. This is part of the process by which Buddhism

has been made into a religion, but it was not one in its original form.

There were many eminent nuns who shone brilliantly in the study and practice of the Dhamma. The
Buddha did not place any restrictions on the nuns in the matter of teaching and preaching of the Dhamma.
The Bhikkhuni Order produced a remarkable number of brilliant preachers and exponents of the Dhamma
e.g. Sukha, Patachara, Khema, Dhammadinna and Maha Pajapati (the foster mother of the Buddha).
Buddhism never supported the Brahmin's view that a son was essential for the father's passage to heaven.
Daughters became quite as good as sons and marriage was no longer a compulsory necessity. Women under
Buddhism had the liberty to lead an independent life and go through their own business. The Buddha by
granting women an active share in the religious life also helped to raise their status in secular life as well.
However, the admission of women into the Order was a step in advance for the period. Whenever an
innovation or improvement was in advance of the thinking and development of a people during a particular
era, the people were unable to adapt themselves to the improved conditions and tended to regress back to the

society that they were used to.
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in Buddhism. Buddhists accept that whatever is real is free from any sort of constructions. Construction is a

sort of juneyavarana.

Hence, within the framework of Buddhist thought, it can be said that instead of solving the woman’s
problem through attempts based on a dualistic model, it is better to transcend this difference and accept that
each individual is an aggregation of panchaskandha, he is a unique individual. Each individual, either man
or woman has good as well as bad qualities. Accordingly, he or she is morally good or bad. Buddhism has
not only advocated this thought but through the dialogues between Mara, one of the symbolic men, and the
Buddhist nuns, Buddha has shown that it is possible.

Conclusion

Thus, we may conclude that the advent of Buddha and the emergence of Buddhism opened a
new horizon for women in society. By the inspiration of all women and with the counter-plea of Buddha, the
women got the right of doing the work according to their will. In fact, the establishment of Bhikkhunis
Sangha was very important to bring social change for women. Buddhist Era is the golden age for women’s
education and movement. But after the great passing of Buddha, Bhikkhunis again started to face the

problem and slowly it was extinct in 11" and 12% century.

References:

e Barua, M. B., (2007), Buddhist Religious Studies, Dhaka: National Curriculum Text Board.

e Bhikkhuni, Dhammananda, (August, 2009), Jagajjoti ( Centenary Volume), Kolkata: Boudha
Dharmakur Sabha.

e Bhikkhu, Dr. Satyapal (Ed.), (2006), Dhammacakkam, New Delhi: Buddha Triratna Mission.

e Chowdhury, H. B. (Ed.), (2009), Jagajjoti (Vol. Centenary volume), Kolkata: Boudha Dharmakur
Sabha.

e Davids, T. R., (1910), Buddhism, London.

o Kelkar, Meena and Deepti Gangavane, (2003), Feminism in Search of an Identity, New Delhi: Rawat
Publications.

e Mahathero,Ven. Shilalankar, (1979), Ananda, Bangladesh: Jamini and Nanibala Barua.
e Narasu, P.Lakshmi, (1948), The Essence of Buddhism, Bombay: Thacker &Co.(Itd.).

e Silabhadra, Bhikkhu, (1951). Therigatha. Calcutta: Mahabodhi Society.

IURAR1904074 | International Journal of Research and Analytical Reviews (IJRAR) www.ijrar.org 625



J0JEJ3UAN UDiey’] ‘ejepelay g aseqejeq Jolej ||y ui buixapu| |eusnop abenbuejajnyy Ajyiuop "Adeuldiasipiiny
‘|on] yaJeasay pasamog-|y | Jejoyag anjuewag pue Jejoyag ajfioog Aq ajejnajer] Jojae4 Jaedw) [EuINDp paaJajay ‘pamalaay-Jaa  ‘|euJnop ssaaay uadp AjJejoyag [eunieudal) uy

889001 : Al uoneujsibay G6Vv0L8LYILIAr=12ded;mair/Bio anal-mmm//:day quiigapn Jaded yoieasay gevolgiLylLar
N 43IHO NI ¥olla3 yolia3

7 [V

02-01-81.0Z :uonedlignd jo 1ed | 8102-199000 0L SNSS| G BWNJOA Ul paysiidnd
Jojoe 1oedw| G6°L B (G26€9 :ON leunor) parosddy 9oN NSSI ( Buorunalmmm ) HiL3r ul paysiiand
weuednJiN-weAe}ijaeld
BUBURAWER|BAY BouB)lIR)YeAYYWeES weleleyqeyep
papius Jaded ay} Jo uoneslignd ayj Jo uoniubooal uj
|JepUO|\l eJewWwlUoAl
0] 9)e2l11489 siy) buipseme Agalay S|
(291S-6¥€Z : NSS|) yoJeasay aAlleAouu| pue salbojouyos| bulbisw3 jo jeulnopr
JO pJeod ay |

uoNRINNEE Jo ARINIID

[ouInof paxrapU] ipojoyss [oUOLYISYU] VY E_u.r_:m._@,_E__um | Bdoanal mmm
|ELJNO[* paadJaja) ‘PamalAadd-Jady |eusnop ssaaay uadp) (euoieuIa)u| Uy &-

\JaJeasay| aaneaouu| pue saifiojouyaa) Bubaawy jo jeuanop i




© 2018 JETIR October 2018, Volume 5, Issue 10 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

JETIR.ORG
erik y JOURNAL OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND

5& INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (JETIR)

An International Scholarly Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

fA=qury

h 3

T HUSH:
DRI AP
Wﬁlﬂ'ﬂ:
BT HGI AT
BIEECES
HYNR:
ARIYRG 3 IRRAARRAHT Ha-aT g STad | RN § HRAT SeaR-e RN e uuerd
Ty Y geray| memﬁmmﬁm Al gHd uRaead |
RG-S THARITay Udiddtd aF Ta=Y qaiaiay | JReRe SYHITG THHTE WH0E 4=
RPN AAFIRGT I T UfOSd | IRIGIRGTA SIRFUI THREY U |31
IHTREfaUfed Upfdaardeiand  qaHe® @Al SEeIRMl aF  uRaead
UM Uh ddaai e gaiu drest feaft gafes 9¢ 7 faed, Uy 7givRd Thidaawiui
3URAG dwd Wipd a9 Ul Fafear yafd| SireiReriq UebiaHadeeun feal s ad A

|

AETHRA YRA-3AeN e IUTGHHA | HETHRA™ Held Hoaiqydaid HRATIdrT: Jul: Sig: |
ARIYRTY UdeRl HIgled guriguaey f<RMAQY Aeladd 3 - "The Mahabharata is a whole
iterature"| Y SfelPRRAITIRI HETHR HETbIoH 3fd Axra v, auriﬁs?tnemst'rtrzrrzhxerm
Td: AhaTu:3fd H-qleslHRd 7 Had RYTUFTHYHEISIY, SiAeTd-gRI0 T, 3 g Temda:
erffeTIeREd TdRIReHd T~ Af | TR HeTHRAR HIgTed S TiRa- Sd - "I3gRd 7 dq

FRII" FETHRAHRE- ST THay Fargivn SRier, Tyl wiftd, wrguf agfe - 3R aq s,
aq A sifamys, gurdaa|

HeTHRG a1 SIPTERIUS-TAId Tefd IR Afdufasta 95 yRdaeRHfaa—qiy yRafd asfd 9|
SR HRTHR UfaTferd SRR Fal-dq Srefe v a=ia- Ui | o 7 YSariHY Sreexi—@
gUTd JAfIS gikasad | fa—mor g =mf~rod Tfvqud 7 IR AgTHRASRU SRREU aidiiadH |

PIRIG TEPREEE UHddas Wed 39 JHRUl [ AgIYRA deuerdr i fimredur
giaurfead | Tafl SUaa Upiar 3 s ol THMHT | YT RABINGIT UHd: - WU, ' fedad dfd

JETIR1810A95 | Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org | 296



© 2018 JETIR October 2018, Volume 5, Issue 10 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

fauTerAHaar s 1" 3ulq Sita: & <8 TN 9 Uhdl: TRUNHG gd, Imuei-d g%
THNIORSTIG HIE T Sruafd | SR TRy Tde HYHIaRae I (AR N[O arfe o gareiaRadn-
IR fafauemiftr Ifcaraa| o a0 garq Basit Iy ife:, fafdenfe, iR et
TN 9 g, sreranfe i wfwt| foeg Ixarfe Jom=i gt Ymion eI et o
GRS, TSUT: GRIHD: THNUIY METeT: Bidd: | gaTfe Ydd Jware-Tomr &1 Taq #eTHRAs I
G Y| a1 Tf=ud gRfRRor gy: 9 +isiur ftaRaq adq s 71R1 a1 gq Widdged vafd daq
IHHITE BT, T MG Tga A a1 aq ISNORG S I T S A4 a1 Hig II0d o 9
ST SRIGUTE T TSTId dq qHRIURT SR -

313 I WifcRiged 1) TR a7 Yad|
aeid TIfad! HId Sgued aaul
3 Y g @G TThHATE: |
U< I 39 daTRy =l

Y FHIHGeRd B HART a7 Yl

| TEIGURA NS

O HRIfAYY SddUadhd HRAHUTIE UCIhT TYfeafad dadamy aeguiiay| d=ied Sawund gae,
TSN e HIHIG a1 qUNUE Hgle 4H JHquad - "I ol gdfde o Uamee
AENISUGTGI . . . 1"

FHIAATYA FedTie OO YHH TR HRSRMRe (N1 W= a107 IiRATT a1 e fuaw | 31 fawd
TRABINGE SYRGUI Iod JUT TRV Y YD dT, IS0l g gua: a1 auT fharia:
THNUTY % TARUTd d -

Ttd OY YD RIBHYIUSTHS Il J IoT: |
T dRUIGHG dH: . ., IIR?

ARHHND G TIIA YATU daded b Uadhd Sl URAId | ad Ul - AT SHiemd,
S Ui, AiadH USRI "R U 9 Hid®s Agied Sxalei U & quieRud
8gEUU Wb Yol HidH@ o IfeiiiRddy | [adlie U&= Fwdlie U JUThHU YhRIdle
g Affwd -+ FA B dEIharHddre Il Jaaaliedenor . . . 1"? 3d: Tdard
TR ST A SRIHRA Hafd Iq TURaRUfav HfAY T HeTHRGW IRATHIRGaNY Hd
AU

PRI Udfadwana sieaddad Taq YT TaaRIsaIara-Iae] Uiid 39ay | UHhfd-gevdagd
i i Healie-aaiaid [deRuardl: - * 7 TIIAEUMEE Maiid | a7 Agale- f[AhR
FAARGH Y Srgada sfaarur Faad@sd JauH HaRgHY| a9 SaRaey gare vafd Taq
HARTYRA HIUdH -

JETIR1810A95 | Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org | 299



© 2018 JETIR October 2018, Volume 5, Issue 10 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

HEPH AU :
.Belvalkar, S. K. (Ed.),Mahabharata, Santiparvana, Moksadharma Sub-section [Part AJ]. Poona:
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, 1951.

. Belvalkar, S. K. (Ed.),Mahabharata, Santjparvana, Moksadharma Sub-section [Part B]. Poona:
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, 1954.

3. VST, IARISR (L), SReRH (ARmfef: HTSIg) | aRIURT : YR 4 UM, 033 (4. 9) |

JETIR1810A95 | Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org | 303











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































